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QJUTKD STATI:S DIYIRONIIKMTAL PRORCTIOH AGENCY 

POLREP 

Date; 
From: 

'1'o: 

SubJ.e.ct.: 

Polrep No: 
Site 10: 
n_o_ No~ 

:£1 I:''ISfKmse Au th . ' 
NPL Stat-ll.l;i:: 
St.~t rt. Hate; 

SITUATION: 

.July 11. 199f-
C:har les tie bien, OSC', l.l . C. F.PA. Reg ion V 
Tet'ri \luhncon, OSWER (703)603-9116 
Rick K~rl, EERB 
H. Valetkevilich, OPA (312)353-1155 
Don Bruce, EERB 
Bill Messencer, E~RB C312)353-917G 
Jt:ileen Furey~ ORO {.312)R86-0747 
Joe Schuessler, CDOE (31:2)744-5257 
Joe Cisneros, EERB 
US Fish .and Wildlif-F: Service, IL. 
OS Coast Cuard District 9 (21A)522-273H 
Dennie Albe-rg-, lEPA-EIW UH7)782-1431 
Autodepn~ition Inc. Site 
Chicago, IL 
Polrep 1 
WQ 
5001 - Ot) - 373 
C:EReLA/Eme.t'.ft~ncy RIII'IRponse 
NON-NPL 
06/29/95 

The AutodeL~v:sltion ~ite ie -Lln inactive elf'!•:'!trOL"llat1ng facilit.y 
loc;:.t.ed at lf>l$ Hubbard Strel!lt in (Jhi¢ag~-.. C<;.o<;~k G.-.::.unty, Illinoic:. 
The area a%'0Ulld th~ Bi toe is pr.boa.ri 1y lndu8t.rial. The ~ j Lot:!' s 
electroplati~g apparatu~ ar~ houB~d inaide a two story building 
whi<:!h takes up the entix•e city blo<.::k l'or•ed 'by A"'hlah~ Avenue., 
Hubbard st,·.o:et, Al'IIOU!" St.s·~;Y~t ... -.nd .2\n alley. A Bllall offlc~ i.e 
located at. th~ south $1de of tb~ .fa•.::-ility. \lpat.ail"e, a siQall ar~~-. 
was used lt:6 a lockeJ· rooa and asto1·.:tse <."ire~ £ .. -.r .r.•ac<.>.r.•ds g,.••erat~~d 
on uite. The building 13 e~p~r~ted into three ~ections by walls 
with fire doors. 

Al.ltodepi.:·~1 ticm Inc.. i:e. •.;mr~:·e.ntl y ;..--.wned by G""'r,r•ge and Glenn 
W·eBte1·herg. The f-~c:ili ty r...">r igiu.ally start.'l!!rl in 1923 as 
M·ecl1anical Plating eompany . While 1u •JOper.ati.;,n. H-:.c-hanica 1 
Plaf.~ing- had seveJ:•al plating line;s. The Wot~t~lerberg br.._~,therG took 
ovez· the Hechanlc;:.-il Plating c,._lJDpany in 1983. and eontinucd 
o:perating unde-r that na10e until Nuve111b.er 11l. 1991. In .. lanuary of 
1~~~!, Ge('.•t•ge W!t!!st.eJ•berg r~•.)pened t.he facilit.)l' a~ Aut~"'depoait.ion 
l:'"lc. Autodept....,sit.l1.JJJ Irac. t.."">pen~d with .a netw "immerlillif,n paint 
p:r .... x:E<sa". ApproxlJQately one year }.~tel', the business 
involuntarily diss~.>lvetl and •::e~sed op~t·ation:te. The G1ty ~o.">f 
Chit::ago l)oepartment ~._ ... f Envh·,,;mment dit~CI.:wered that the site was 
ab;;ntloned in I>e•.:tembor c,f 19S.4, and ~~ontact.~l.l th.e ·.:>~ne.rs to oecure 
the site. 
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In April of 191-f5, the Gi ty n<>ted that the building was not 
secure_ On May 12, 1995, Hr. Joa""ph S~huessle•'• City of C:hicaigo 
Department of Environment (C"DOE), Dil·ector of Toxic Pollut on 
Control. referred the oite to t.he U.S. IPA l•ergency Remo~al and 
Ree.t:onse B.raneh (.EERB) for considerat.ion fol' a a•emoval actJ.on. 

On June 1. 19U5, U.S. EPA On-Sc-ene Co~"rdinator (OSC) Charles 
Gebien, Bill Ryczek, U.S. EPA, Lafoyette Robertson, Senior 
Environm~ntal Inspector, CDOIE, ~loseph Schuesel-er, and George and 
Glenn Westerbet·g} property owners aet at the site to perform the 
ai t.e reaoval assessment. Mr. Westerberg unlo•::::ked the facility 
door·s and provided information regardina the e.ite. The site 
aeee·sBment tea10 .,eJDbers observed various drums containing 
alkaline zinc~ crystallized copper cyanide, chromic acid, and 
nickel blat.!'k 5'.")luth:.ns. Over 100 drume o.f chromic acid were on 
site,, soJDe ,_..,f which appearet3 tv bll!: leaking, in addition t.o over 
50 opfm vats, Bolle of which c ... ..,ntained mat~rlal. The floors o! 
the building near the variou5 plating lines are covered with 
plating wa8tes. A 2,600 gallon tank containing acid w~a ob8erved 
in the w~at wall of room 1. A fenced area outside the building 
in the northeast corner of the site contained une 5,000 aallon 
capacity t.-.nk Ct.."Jnt.ain1ns· .::-\pproximately 2, 500 calloJlS of sulfuric 
acid; in .a<ldilion, :severt~l dr\UI)B w•r~ located in the~ outrloor 
area. A small on-site lbb area contained the following: 
hydt·ochlori·~ acid. sodium hydl·uxide, buff~r Sr.."llutions, ti tratinc; 
eolutic.ns. silvel· nitrat.e, and i:lceto.me. Sa.mplc-c £r ... '\JD s:everal 
dru~s and vate wer~ collected, in ~ddition to uompo~ite floor and 
pipe in~ulat.ion sampl-ee. 

On June 23, 1H9h, t.h.e City c.•f Chicag.._ ... Fire Departm..::nt. (CFD) and 
CDOE x·espcmded t .• _) the cont.im•i•~g .t•t)lease of t.:)u·omh": acid from the 
ai t-e to a Ci t;.y si<lewalk. 'J'he CFD n~~:~utrali~ed the 1.:hr·omi•:!: aoid on 
t.he s.ido:.walk while Hr _ West.ed>e.t·g hired t't board-uv s~rvice to 
~eal a dock door that h~J been ripped open by seav~ngers. City 
~orker$ also turned off lh~ water cupply to the bullding to 
prevent. furtl1er 1'Jr::,od1ng w.il.JJ.in th~ build.i1J,I!l. On \Tune 28. 1995. 
Mr. 1Javid lnman Ass!st111nt Ci.)lnllllna:ion.er. CDOE .~·cqu~c ted that ll. S. 
EPA initiate 1mmedi.at~ actions at the alt.e t;.:. mit..igate illli.Qdiate 
threat.;e. t•.) local nssldents f1·om hruHn•dous wae.tes at the s1 tP.. 
1'he City ,_..,j~ Chicago and the IEPA t1o not have ra:u.ffi~i.;.nt funds: to 
c-onduct t,h..., reiiJ()val action. 

C~ June 2a, 1995, ERCS proJect offic~r Mary Elaine GuRtafson and 
Rick Ka.a:·l, Branch Chief, EERB appr .. ..,ved a deli very o.t·der for 
$50, (l(lO t~.. ... in1 t.i,..,t'=' emergency .A.etiona. 
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ACTIONS TAKEN: 

ThA following actionB were token f.or the period of 6/29/95 th1~ 
7/l0/9~·: 

- F.RCS cont.ra•~tor Riedel Environmental Servic.es mobilized a crt:tW 
of 3 members at the eit.e on June 29, 1995. 
- After the alte reoonnaiuaanc~, OSC Gebien briefed KRCS crew 
about tl1c iu ton <led wo t·k. and the D i te oafety plan "'as rev ie"ed. 
- ERCS crew repack~ged/overpack~;~e(ed leaking ond overturned druJ"A 
in outside fenced area ~nd moved them inside building. 
- ERCC creu neutral!zed ~vllled chro~ic ~oid with lime kiln-dust 
ir1nide and out.side t.h~ building. 
- ERCS c.t'"5<t\l •.::onstructcd dec•:m at•ea/suppo:rt zone. 
- ERCS craw e~curod ~ ~upply ~torage room. 
- f.~HCS •:n.;w is: clcard u~t l)(~hl'is from work area and lollding it 1n1:o 
ll l~Oll- 0 ff box, 

NEXT l3TEPS; 

- F.Rc;:, wil] inil.lttt.r.o: sampli.ng of ;;1ll drum~. containers, tankB and 
flour u~a~~ing~ during th~ week of 7/10/95. 
·· All Gu:' i?=-cted asb'-=::~ t.•.J;.:, .::ontaining m<.-t t-cri.:tl wi 11 be a amp led and 
•:on1. e:~ tim:\'t·f.>~ for I'""ll•..::.·v=,l wi 11 h<A obtained. 
d· DeLrl~ will continue lo be re~oved from the ~ork area. 

KEY ISSUE:J: 

·-AL ~l· .. 1.J,·,n m•3Dl'.·' "for tlH.' t·cmc•val action is: currently bein.r 
J~r.:pap!,!. 

COJT INFO~MATION: 

TO PATE CEILING 

$ 8,000 $ 50,000 
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